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GAME SUMMARY

Copyright C 1976 by The National Football League. All rights reserved. This summary and play-by-play is for the express purposs of assisting
media in their coverage of the game; any other use of this material is prohibited without the written permission of The National Football League.

DATE___December 12, 197épAy OF WEEK___ Sunday_ STARTING TIME_1:06 P M
! - ,

'VISITOR New_England Patriots vs.' HOMEILampa Bay Buccapeers AT Tampa Stadium
WEATHER__Partly cloudy TEMPERATURE_L‘)S_WIND AND DIRECTION_S__ W . _at 7 MRH—

OFFICIALS  ReEFEREE Tom Be11 UMPIRE_Gordon Wells LINE JUDGE.Ierry Markbreit
- LINESMAN_Ray Dodez —BACK JUDGETom Kellahaex FIELD JUDGEEd Merrifield —
| VISITOR | LINEUPS . HOME
OFFENSE DEFENSE OFFENSE DEFENSE
-~ WR Marlin Briscoe LE Tony McGee - WR John McKay . LE Council Rudolph
LT "Leon Gray @ LT Ray Hamilton LT Steve Young LT Maulty Moore
‘LG John Hannah RT Julius Adams LG Howard Fest . RT Glenn Robinson
C. Bill Lenkaitis RE Steve Zabel € Dpan Ryczek RE pat Toomay
RG Smam Adams LLB ponnie Thomas RG mom Alward 'LLB Richard Wood
RT Bob McKay MLBGeo ge Webster RT Mike Current: MLB i ke Lemon
TE Al Chandler . RLB ete Barnes 1\;/ER Jack’ Novak Ec"g Jimmie Sims
WR steve Burks kgg Bob Howard QB Morris Owens RCB Curtis Jordan
gg Steve  Grogan LS Mike Haymes g Steve Spurrier Roscoe Word
Andy Johnson - Prentice McGray Ed Williams Mark Cotney
RB - X il RB RS ,
- Sam Cunningham Tim Fox : Essex Johnson Ken Stone
- SUBSTITUTIONS : SUBSTITUTIONS

Smith, Patrick, Blahak, Conn, Germany, [[Green, Pierson, Brown, McNeill, Dmvis,
Phillips, Forte, King, Brock, Tipton, [DuBose, Ball, McAleney, R. Young, Wilson,
Sturt, Bishop, Lunsford, Neville, Hunt|Douglas, B. ‘Moore, Smith, Pagac, Carter,

Vataha, Francis, Stingley, Calhoun Gunn, Reese
, - DID NOT PLAY
Owen, Nelson Hanratty, Little
Did-not dress: Pear
: FIELD GOALS
Smith 30 G (Made & Missed)
Underline = Made
1 2 3 4 OT  TOTAL
T (Visitor) _ “ '
New England Patrioks O 7 7 17 131
- (Home) n i : . .
Tampa Bay_ Buccaneefs 0 14 0 0 14
' ELAPSED SCORE
TEAM  PERIOD  TIME : SCORING PLAY VISITOR HOME
' JM{ 2 1423 Williams 17 _run (Grppn‘Akir-k) 0 7
New Englpnd 2| 1:43 | Johnson 69 run (Smith kick) 7 7
Yampa._Baly 2112:08 Owens 27 pass. from Spurrier (Green kick) 7 14
New Englhnd 3110:01 | Iohnson 9 run (Smith kick) 14 | 14
New _Enalind 4 .8:45' Hunt 68 interception return (Smith _kick) 21 14
New Englhnd 4]12:19 [ F. ¢. sSmith 30 : 24 | 14
New Englpnd 4114:56 | Grogan 1 run (Zabel kick) 31 14

ATTENDANCE: TICKETS DISTRIBUTED_‘ILAZ_S_; ACTUAI41,517 ; NOSHOWS__4,958; TIME___2.:47
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| ; (Visitor) ’s VS'M_Q‘%

{Home)

vote LECBNMAER 12, (976 ae Dottt L2
‘ FINAL TEAM STATISTICS

VISITOR HOME

Aedinplont lrntn By
TOTAL FIRST DOWNS C L3 Vi S
BYRUSHING . . . . . . . . . . . . /2 ¥
BY PASSING . . . . . . . . . .. . . . o) &
| BYPENALTY . . . . . . . . ... ... / g
THIRD DOWN EFFICIENCY . . . . . . . . . . . . . /&-3 e-&
TOTALNET YARDS . . . . . . . . . . ... .. _.300 242 |
TOTAL OFFENSIVE PLAYS (Inc. times thrown passing) . . __ +5.9 o
 AVERAGE GAIN PER OFFENSIVE PLAY . . . . . . _ 8.7 ¥ 2
NET YARDS RUSHING . . . . . . . . ... ... _o260 _ /3%
TOTAL RUSHING PLAYS . . . . . . . .. .. _ 439 i ¢4
AVERAGE GAIN PER RUSHING PLAY . . . . . . . _ G@. 7 W30
NET YARDS PASSING . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 40 | /23273
" TIMES THROWN — YARDS LOST ATTEMPTING TO PASS _ O —9 l=d2
GROSS YARDS PASSING . . . . . . .. ... L __%O (Y5
PASS ATTEMPTS — COMPLETIONS — HAD INTERCEFTED . . /51:‘5/_ =/ /Mt2—/
AVERAGE GAIN PER PASS PLAY (Inc. times thrown passing) < '; f, (o]
PUNTS;NUMBER AND AVERAGE . . . . . . . . . . 7"%7 S =352
HAD BLOCKED . . . . . . . . . . . . .. ) Q
TOTAL RETURN YARDAGE . . . . . . . . . . . . (78 240
NO. AND YARDS PUNT RETURNS . . . . . ., . . _.i'_‘si& V—-— 7 f
NO. AND YARDS KICKOFF RETURNS . . . . . . . 3 —87 8 —/34
* NO. AND YARDS INTERCEPTION RETURNS . . . . . /. —&& [ —2¢4
NO. /}r;o YARDS MISCELLANEOUS RETURNS ' 0 O
ield Goals, Blocked Punts, Fumble Returns) . . . .___
PENALTIES—NUMBER ANDYARDS . . . . . . . . .. £—69 3—20
FUMBLES—NUMBER AND LOST . . . . . . . . ... .0 =0 2—2
TOUCHDOWNS . . . . . . . . .4 2
RUSHING . . . " . v o o 3 /
PASSING . . . . . .o .G /
RETURNS . . . o o v v ooiii i L [a)
EXTRA POINTS MADE — ATTEMPTS . . . . . . . . . Y- 2 —2
FIELD GOALS MADE — ATTEMPTS . . . . . . . . . . L~/ o -0
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PAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS VS NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS, TAMPA STADIUM, DECEMBER 12, 1976

FIRST QUARTER

New England wins toss and will receive, Tampa Bay will defend the north goal.

Green kicks, taken by Conn at NE3, out of bounds at NE29 26 (Bfown)

NEW

wN - N =
1

ENGLAND = 14:50

10 NE29 Johnson around RE 8

2 NE37 Johnson off LT ' 1 (Toomay)  PENALTY - Tampa Bay, offsides,
5 yds. FIRST DOWN

10 NE42 Johnson around LE no gain (Sims)

10 NE42 Johnson around RE 3 (Wood)

7 NE45 Grogan passes, intercepted by Stone at T38, returned to NE36
: 26 (Grogan)

TAMPA BAY - 12:38

1l - 10 NE36 Williams up middle 2 (Barnes)
2 - 8 NE34 PENALTY - Tampa Bay, illegal procedure, 5 yds.
2 - 13 NE39 Spurrier complete to Novak 12 ' (Howard) -
3 - 1 NE27 Williams off LT 6 (Thomas) ~ FIRST DOWN
1 - 10 NE21 Carter up middle 2 (Webster)
2 - 8 NE19 Spurrier incomplete, intended for Owens
3 - 8 NE19 Spurrier sacked for loss of 6 - PENALTY - New England, offsides,
5 yds. : ' ‘
3 - 3 NE14 McNeill off RT 5 (Zabel) FIRST DOWN
1 - goal NE9 Carter around RE 3 (Lunsford) )
2 - goal NE6 McNeill fumbles at NE6, recovered by New England - Webster
NEW ENGLAND - 8:24
1l - 10 NE6 Cunningham up middle 3  (Lemon)
2 - 7 NE9 Johnson around RE no gain (Wood)
3 - 7 NE9 Cunningham up middle 8 (Cotney) FIRST DOWN
1l - 10 NE18 Cunningham off RT 9 (Wood)
2 - 1 NE27 Johnson up middle 3 (Toomay) FIRST DOWN
1 - 10 NE30 Cunningham off HEM LT 6 (Lemon) ‘
2 - 4 NE36 Calhoun around LE 5 (Sims). FIRST DOWN
1 - 10 NE41 Calhoun up middle 2 (Wood)
2 - 8 NE43 Grogan incomplete, intended for Burks
3 - 8 NE43 .Grogan incomplete, intended for Briscoe -
4 - B NE43 Patrick punts, taken by Douglas at T13, returned to T27 14

(Hunt) PENALTY - New England, ineligible man downfield,
declined

TAMPA BAY - EHMER 3:32

1l - 10 T27 Johnson up middle 7 (King)

2 - 3 T34 Carter up middle no gain (Adams)

3 - 3 T34 Spurrier runs 8 (King) : FIRST DOWN
1 - 10 T42 Williams off RT 3 (Thomas) . '

2 - 7 T45 Spurrier complete to Novak 22 (Zabel) FIRST DOWN
'1'- 16 NE33 McNeill around RE 3 (Webster)

2 - 7 NE30

END OF FIRST QUARTER

TAMPA BAY - 0
NEW ENGLAND - 0



TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS VS NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS, TAMPA STADIUM, DECEMBER 12, 1976

SECOND QUARTER

TAMPA BAY
2 - 7 NE30 Carter off RT 6 (Zabel)
+3 - 1 NE24 Williams off LT 7 (Adams) FIRST DOWN
l - 10 NE17 williams up middle for TOUCHDOWN - 13:37 - Green FIRST DOWN
attempts .extra point - good - PENALTY - New England, illegal
procedure, declined 9 PLAYS, 73 YARDS

TAMPA BAY - 7
NEW ENGLAND - 0

Green kicks, taken by Calhoun at NE16, out of bounds at NE31 15
NEW ENGLAND - 13:30 |

1l -'10 NE31 Johnson around RE for TOUCHDOWN -~ 13:17 - Smith FIRST DOWN
attempts extra point - good 1 play, 69 yds.

. TAMPA BAY - 7
NEW ENGLAND - 7

Smith kicks, taken by Johnson at T7, returned to T30 23 (Tipton)
TAMPA BAY - 13:05 '

- 5 NE49 Spurrier complete to Johnson no gain (King)
- 5 NE49 Green punts, .taken by Haynes at NE15, returned to NE22 7  (Jordan)
PENALTY - New England, holding, RRNMMEMN 15 yds.

l - 10 T30 wWilliams up middle - 6 (Webster)

2 - 4 T36 Carter around LE 1 (Haynes)

3 - 3 T37 Spurrier complete to Williams 9 (King) FIRST DOWN
1 - 10 T46 Carter around LE for loss of 2 (Haynes)

2 - 12 T44 Spurrier complete to Williams 7 (King)

3

4

NEW ENGLAND - 8:48

1 - 10 NEX® NE6 Cunningham around LE 9  (Stone)
2 - 1 NE15 Johnson around LE 3 (Jordan) - PENALTY - New England,
holding, 10 yds.
.2 - 10 NE6 Grogan incomplete, intended for Chandler
3 - 10 NE6 Grogan incomplete - PENALTY - New England, intentional
grounding, 3 yds., loss of down
4 - 13 NE3 Patrick punts, out of bounds at NE31

TAMPA BAY - 8:16

1L - 10 NE31 Spurrier complete to Johnson 9 (Adams)

2 - 1 NE22 Williams around LE 6 (Haynes) _ FIRST DOWN
1l - 10 NE16 Williams off LT 5 (Fox)

2 - 5 NE11 Williams off LT 4 (Haynes)

3

- 1 NE7 Johnson fumbles, recovered by Lunsford
NEW ENGLAND - 5:32

- 10 NE13 PENALTY - New England, offsides, 5 yds.

- 15 NE8 Grogan complete -to Vataha 8 (Jordan)

7 NE16 Johnson around RE loss of 3 - (Rudolph)

- 10 NE13 Grogan complete to Cunningham 3 (Wood)

- 7 NE16 Patrick punts, taken by Douglas at T37, returned to NE31l 32
(Zabel)

oW
|

TAMPA BAY - 3:40

1l - 10 NE31 DuBose off LT. 4 (King) . ‘
2 - 6 NE327 Spurrier complete to Owens BR for TOUCHDOWN - 2:52 - Green attempts
extra point - good FIRST DOWN
2 plays, 31 yds

TAMPA BAY - 14
NEW ENGLAND - 7

Green kicks, taken by Calhoun at NE1l2, returned to NE28 16 (Lemon)

NEW ENGLAND - 2:42



TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS VS NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS, TAMPA STADIUM, DECEMBER 12, 1976

SECOND QUARTER (continued)

- 10 NE28 Grogan incomplete, intended for Burks
- 10 NE28 Calhoun up middle 14 (Toomay) " FIRST DOWN
10 NE41 Johnson around RE 3 (Toomay) '

- 7 NE44 Johnson up middle 4
- 3 NE48 Grogan incomplete, intended for Calhoun
- 3 NE48 Patrick punts, out of bounds at T16 ‘

B WD
1

TAMPA BAY -~ 1:27
1l - 10 T16 Johnson up middle 3 (Hamilton)

2 - 7' T19 Carter up middle 11 (Webster). FIRST DOWN
1 - 10 T30 Carter up middle 1 (Bishop) ' _

END OF FIRST HALF

‘TAMPA BAY - 14
. NBW ENGLAND -~ 7




FIRST HALF SUMMARY

@Qvg%mé‘vs f«im/} Lay MLM _MMQ@_

HOME DATE
PERIOD SCORES
visiToR - Q.- - (HALFTIME SCORE)
: HOME 0 - == , :
__TEAM  PERIOD e ' SCORING PLAY VISITOR O HOME
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2 (43 \Tomusanl 69 Cunt (S Kza.é 7 (7
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7 | /%

TOTAL FIRST DOWNS

First Downs Rushing-Possiﬁg-by Penalty 5 O —-/ Z —é —0
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TOTAL NET YARDS S | ' /m
| Total No. Offensive Plays (Include times thrown passing) &_Z_ ) ___-52__ ,
NET YARDS RUSHING _I¥Y /02
NET YARDS PASSING /A 56
Gross Yards Gained Possihg ) ______/ / _é__f
Times Thrown — Yards Lost Attempting to Pass _0— o O , _0— o
© PASS ATTEMPTS — COMPLETIONS — HAD INTERCEPTED : 9—.2 —/ &‘_‘_ZLQ
PUNTS — Number and Average ._ﬁ:qz& _Z_lgﬁ.
PENALTIES — Number and Yards _‘.f_—__éf_ 2 —/0
‘ FUMBLES — Number and Lost _O0—0 2—2Z
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RUSHING AT [ EDs| Ave | SNS [To] | RUSHING . | arm [ NEL( ] ave | EONG [
Jowtasonl 71271941067 [tdbams [ 7 (<6207
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TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS VS NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS, TAMPA ' STADIUM, DECEMBER 12, 1976

THIRD QUARTER

Smith kicks, taken by Johnson at T2, returned to T30 28 (Phillips)

TAMPA BAY - 14:49

W WN
!

10 T30 Williams off LT 1 (Hunt) »

9 T31 Spurrier incomplete, intended for Owens

9 T31 Spurrier runs for gain of 15 - PENALTY - Tampa Bay, holding, 10 yds.
19 T21 Johnson up middle 1 (Adams) _ - ’

18 T22 Green punts, taken by NE41 by Haynes, returned to T49 10 - (Reese)

NEW ENGLAND - 13:07.

- 10 T49 Cunningham around LE 3 (Pierxrson)

7 T46 Grogan incomplete, intended for Vataha

- 7 T46 Grogan incomplete, intended for Burks - touched by two offensive
players.

4 - 7 T46 Patrick punts, touchback

WN =
.

TAMPA BAY - 12:43

> WN -
[

10 T20 Williams off RT 2 (Hunt)
8 T22 McNeill around LE 7 : ‘

1 T29 Carter stopped for no gain (Barnes)
1l T29 Green punts, downed at NE35

- NEW ENGLAND - 11:01

1 - 10 NE35 Johnson around RE 24 (Stone). - _ FIRST DOWN

1l - 10 T41 calhoun up middle 7 (Cotney) PENALTY - New England,
holding, 10 yds. ,

1l - 20 NE49 Burks on end-around 2 - (Ball)

2 - 18 T49 Grogan complete to Burks 17 . (Jordan). _

3 -1 T32 cCalhoun up middle 2 NEMEMMHE B FIRST DOWN

1l - 10 T30 Johnson off RT 3 (Moore) :

2- 7 T27 Johnson around LE 1 (Lemon)

3 - 6 T26 Calhoun up middle 3 (Wood) _

4 - 3 T23 Calhoun off RT 10 (Gunn) : FIRST DOWN

1 - 10 T13 cCalhoun up middle 4 (Moorxe)

2

6 T9 Johnson around RE for TOUCHDOWN - 4:59 - PENALTY - Tampa Bay,
offsides, declined - Smith attempts extra point - good
: , 10 plays, 65 yds.
TAMPA BAY - 14 ' FIRST DOWN
NEW ENGLAND - 14

Smith kicks, taken by Douglas at goal line, returned to T27 27 (Blahak)

TAMPA BAY - 4:48

N
|

B w N
|

10 T27 Carter complete to Williams 18 (Barnes) FIRST DOWN

10 T45 McNeill around RE no gain (Howard)

10 T45 Spurrier incomplete, intended for Novak - PENALTY - New England,
offsides, 5 yds. :

5 50 Williams up middle 1 (Adams)

8 NE49 Spurrier runs for gain of 3 (Adams)

1l NE46 Williams off LT no gain (Zabel)

NEW ENGLAND - 1:44

1l -~ 10 NE46 Calhoun around LE 1 (Pierson) _

2 - 9 NE47 Vataha on double reverse for gain of 7 (Moore) PENALTY -
New England, clipping, 16 .yds.

25 NE31 Grogan incomplete, intended for Chandler

25 NE31 Grogan complete to Calhoun 12 (Jordan)

13 NE43 ‘

2
3
4

END OF THIRD QUARTER
TAMPA BAY - 14
NEW ENGLAND - 14
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TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS VS NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS, TAMPA STADIUM, DECEMBER 12, 1976

FOURTH QUARTER

NEW ENGLAND

4 - 13 NE43 Patrick punts, taken by Douglas at T8, returned to T28 20
(Germany) :

TAMPA BAY - 14:48

l - 10 T28 Carter on half-back option, incomplete, intended for Douglas
2 - 10 T28 Spurrier dropped for loss of 5 yds. (McGee)
3 - 15 T23 Spurrier complete to Smith 16 (McRray) PENALTY - New England,

offsides, declined : FIRST DOWN
1 - 10 T39 Carter around RE loss of 2 (Webster) '
2 -'12 T37 Spurrier complete to Novak 21 (Fox) : FIRST DOWN
l - 10 NE42 Williams around LE no gain. (Haynes)
2 - 10 NE42 Spurrier runs 7 (Hunt)
3

- 3 NE35 Williams up middle loss of 2 PENALTY - Tampa Bay, illegal motion
HMMMANNE declared »
4 - 5 NE37 Green punts, touchback

NEW ENGLAND - 11:39

10 NE20 Johnson around RE 3 (Moore)

7 NE23 Grogan runs around LE 5 (Gunn)

- 2 NE28 Calhoun around LE - loss of 2 (Lemon)

4 NE26 Patrick punts, taken by Douglas at T32, returned to T44 12
(Conn) - PENALTY - New England, ineligible péayer
downfield - declined

= who -
[ |

TAMPA BAY - 9:18

- 10 T44 Carter around RE 8 kHoward)

1 _

2 - 2 NE48 McNeill off RT By 4 (Zabel) - FIRST DOWN

1l - 10 NE44 Carter up middle 1 (Hamilton).

2 - 9 NE43 Spurrier complete to Williams loss of 1  (Hunt)

3 - 10 NE44 Spurrier intercepted at NE32 by Hunt for TOUCHDOWN - 6:15 - Smith

attempts extra point - good FIRST DOWN

TAMPA BAY ~ BE 14
NEW ENGLAND - 21

Smith kicks, taken by Douglas at T5, returned to T33 29 (King)
TAMPA BAY - 6:06 -
- 10 T38 Carter up middle 1 (Tipton)
- 9 T35 Carter around LE 2 (Tipton)

- 7 T37 Spurrier sacked for loss of H 12(Tipton).
19 T25 Green punts, taken by Haynes at NE43, returned to T21 36 (Pierson)

B W N

" NEW ENGLAND - 4:19

1 - 10 T21 Calhoun up middle 2 (Robinson)

2 - 8 T19 Phillips around RE 6 (Cotney)

3- 2 T13 Phillips off RT no gain (Wood)

4 - 2 T13 Smith attempts 30-yard field goal - good - 2:41

TAMPA BAY - 14
NEW ENGLAND - 24

Smith kicks, taken by Duuglas at T2, returned to T31 29 (Phillips)
TAMPA BAY - 2:31
1l - 10 T31 Spurrier incomplete, batted down
MR 2 - 10 T31 Spurrier complete to DuBose 5 (Hunt)

3 - 5 T36 Spurrier incomplete, intended for Novak
4 - 5 T36 Green kicks, fake, Pagac runs for gain of 4
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TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS VS NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS, TAMPA STADIUM, DECEMBER 12, 1976

FOURTH QUARTER (continued)

NEW ENGLAND - 1:52

1 - 10 T40 Grogan runs for loss of 4 (Sims)

2 - 14 T44 Calhoun off LT 23 (Cotney) : FIRST DOWN

1l - 10 T22 @88 Calhoun around RE 4 (Jordan) :

2 - 6 T17 Phillips off RT 16 (Sims) Zabel FIRST DOWN

1 - goal T1 Grogan keeps for TOUCHDOWN - :04 - RMEMM attempts extra point -

good ‘ FIRST DOWN

TAMPA BAY - 14
NEW ENGLAND - 31

Smith kicks, into end zone for touchback

END OF GAME

TAMPA BAY - 14
NEW ENGLAND - 31
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